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September 7, 2009
Senator Charles T. McIlhinney Jr.

Chair, Senate State Government Committee 

Senate Box 203010 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3010

Senator Anthony H. Williams

Minority Chair, Senate State Government Committee 

Senate Box 203008 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3008


Re:  Senate Bill 514   
 

Dear Senators McIlhinney and Williams, and Members of the Senate State Government Committee:

 

We write on behalf of the below organizations and their members, to respectfully request that you reject Senate Bill 514, introduced on March 2, 2009.  We believe that this bill would needlessly and unfairly burden the right to vote for thousands of Pennsylvanians who come to the polls on Election Day.

  

As you know, under this bill, every voter would be required to show a form of photo identification at every election.  The timing of this bill is surprising, in that it follows a remarkably smooth election, with no known reports or allegations of Election Day voter fraud in Pennsylvania, and few, if any, challenges made to voters’ identities.  Without evidence of in-person voting fraud, there is no legitimate justification for burdening the rights of eligible Pennsylvanian voters.  

 

To the contrary, this bill will needlessly infringe the voting rights of Pennsylvanians, particularly those among historically disenfranchised communities, including elderly, low-income, disabled, and minority citizens.  Many of these individuals do not possess drivers’ licenses, passports, or other photo ID.  Additionally, this identification requirement, if enacted, would inevitably cause significant hardship to these voters, should they not know or forget about this requirement on Election Day.  For example, in many senior living communities that serve as polling places, elderly and disabled voters often vote when they go to lunch or dinner.  Many of them walk with difficulty, and with walkers or canes, and if they do not have their ID, it will be disproportionately hard for them to return to their residence and then back again to vote.

Moreover, there is no legitimate interest that this requirement would serve.  There are already in place numerous protections against fraud.  Every voter, before voting for the first time in Pennsylvania, must produce identification.  Thereafter, every election, he or she must be listed in the District Register/ poll book in order to vote by regular ballot.  The signature of every voter is compared to the signature on record.  And, any poll worker, poll watcher, or valid voter can challenge a voter’s registration or identity, on or before Election Day.  

Furthermore, this requirement would create significant delays and longer lines on Election Day, which is a burden on all voters.  Already, polling place practices in many precincts in Pennsylvania cause a bottleneck at the check-in tables, rather than at the voting machines.  Adding the time for poll workers to review and compare identification, and sometimes two forms of identification under this bill, is going to terribly exacerbate the waiting period at the check-in tables.  Clearly, it will also create more stress and burden on our already overworked and under-resourced poll workers and election officials.  

 

We believe that Pennsylvania should be making it easier for our citizens to vote; increasing voting access rather than constructing additional hurdles, as this bill does. 
 

For all of these reasons we urge you to reject Senate Bill 514, and to hold public hearings before any action is taken on this bill.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Boockvar
�Cite some of the sources submitted by amici in the Crawford case.


�Would be more persuasive if you had cites to the code.
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