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We would like to thank everyone who attended and participated in the public hearings.  In 
particular, we are extremely grateful to the many parents and students who were willing to 

share their experiences.

Many people contributed their efforts and talents to the hearings and to this report.  Space prevents us from 
listing them all, but we would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following:

Pinellas/Hillsborough Counties
Adell Vaughn Jemison, Vyrle Davis, and Watson Haynes, Concerned Organizations for Quality Education 

for Black Students
Cara Irby, The Ebony Scholars Program 
Cathy Corry, Justice4kids.org
Donna M. Doyle, Digits Reporting
The Enoch Davis Center
Jay K. Morgan
J.T. Baker
Judy Estren
Lynette Buchanan, The Enoch Davis Center
Ministerial Alliance of North Pinellas
Saffron’s Restaurant
Tom Skircrak
 
Duval County
Edward Waters College
Elder Lee Harris, Jacksonville Leadership Coalition 
Jacksonville Alliance of Black School Educators 
Jacksonville Leadership Coalition
Pastor R. L. Gundy, Jacksonville Leadership Coalition 
Project Reach Foundation, Inc.
Reginald Brown, The Project Reach Foundation, Inc.
Rhodora James, Total Transcriptions
State Senator Tony Hill (District 1) and his staff

Palm Beach County
Arlene Grubbs, A.Grubbs Court Reporting, Inc.
ASPIRA
Barbara Briggs, Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County
Barbara White, Palm Beach County Public Defender’s Office
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Coalition for Black Student Achievement
David Harris, Community Alliance for Reform in Education
Hazel Lucas, Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc.
Palm Beach County Caucus of Black Elected Officials
Rita Hazel, A.Grubbs Court Reporting, Inc.
Shelley Gottshagen, Coalition for Independent Living Options, Inc.
Street Beat
West Atlantic Youth

Broward County
Melinda Blostein, Broward County Public Defender’s Office
Minority Development and Empowerment, Inc.
Roland Foulkes
Roosevelt Walters

Miami-Dade County
ASPIRA
Carlos Martinez, Miami-Dade County Public Defender’s Office
Cassandra Jenkins, Children’s Campaign, Inc.
Florida Immigrant Coalition
Georgia Ayers, Executive Director, The Alternative Program
Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition
Haitian-American Youth of Tomorrow
Haitian Women of Miami
Miami-Dade County Black Affairs Advisory Board
Wansley Walters, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile Assessment Center

Our Research Team
Florida State Conference NAACP: Adora Obi Nweze, Beverlye Neal, Leon Russell, Trenia Byrd-Cox, 

Rev. Nathaniel Ramsey, Pat Spencer, Dr. Sam Horton, Joyce Russell, Carmen Wilson, Carolyn Lighty, 
Nathaniel Patterson, Jr., Cliff Burney, Herb Snitzer, Wanda Stuart, Mr. Shabazz, Elder Martin Rainey, 
Linda Watkins, Rev. C.T. Kirkland, Brenda Jordan, Isaiah Rumlin, Olivia Gay-Davis, Elnora Atkins, 
Reginald L. Brown, Dr. Alvin White, Tonya Austin, Kenneth Manuel, Connie Hall, Linda Johnson, 
Romaine Martin, Maude Ford Lee, Cartheda Mann, Marsha Ellison, Willie L. Lawson III, Juvais 
Harrington, and Ethel Duncan

Advancement Project: Judith Browne, Monique Dixon, Jim Freeman, Allison Harper, Clair Koroma, and 
Sabrina Williams 

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc.: Damon Hewitt, Olga Akselrod, Kay Shaw, and Sarah 
Chang 






