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Primer on New Orleans Public Housing

» Fourteen months after Hurricane Katrina, more than 4.000 families have not
returned to New Orleans because most public housing remains closed. Instead of
paying for repairs, HUD and HANO boarded up units and left them to deteriorate.
Public housing residents demand that their homes be re-opened and that they be
allowed to return as soon as possible.

¢ For more than ten years, HANO and HUD have been downsizing public housing.
In 1996, there were more than 13,500 public housing units. In August 2005, just
before Katrina. there were 7,100 units but nearly 2,000 were vacant, waiting to be
demolished. There were 5,146 families living in public housing. Today, only
about 1,000 families have returned. Now HUD plans to demolish 5,000 units with
no clear plan or timeline for bringing back these families. The following large
public housing developments are affected: Lafitte, B.W. Cooper, C.J. Peete, and
St. Bernard. These units comprise a major source of affordable housing in New
Orleans.

¢ [n June, HUD announced it would demolish 5,000 public housing units but many
of these units can be saved. Families could move back into their affordable
housing units, get back to work, and help rebuild their lives, their communities,
and their city. Instead, HUD’s plan further contributes to the dearth of affordable
housing in New Orleans, and keeps these families displaced and scattered across
the country with no hope of returning.

e The lawsuit filed by public housing residents seeks to bring these families back to
Mew Orleans as soon as possible. These families have a right to return to their
homes and a right to be consulted about the demolition plan. HUD’s plan
unnecessarily depletes a major source of affordable housing for those who need it
most, in direct contravention of its mission.

¢ Public housing residents want to return and to rebuild their city and their lives. If
we are serious about the slogan “Bring New Orleans Back,” HUD and HANO
must re-open public housing and make repairs, where necessary. Evervone should
be permitted to return—not just the rich. To do so, the existing affordable housing
stock must be preserved.

® Demolishing habitable housing during a critical shortage is nonsensical. New
Orleans’ affordable housing stock took a huge hit from Hurricane Katrina. Of
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