
Virginia Guide to Restoration of Voting Rights

42 43

ATTACHMENT E

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF THE RIGHT TO BE ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER TO VOTE AND

VIRGINIA VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION FORMS

Information about the Petition for Approval of the Right to Be Eligible to Register to Vote
If you are not qualiýed to vote because you have been convicted of a felony, you may be eligible to petition a 
circuit court for approval of your right to register to vote. If you are eligible to petition a circuit court and if the 
court approves your petition, then the Governor of Virginia will decide whether or not to restore your right to 
register to vote. By itself, circuit court approval of your petition does not give you back the right to register to 
vote. The Governor must also approve.

A felony conviction causes a person to lose other civil rights in addition to the right to vote. Even if your 
petition is approved by the court and approved by the Governor, only your right to vote will be restored, not 
these other civil rights. To seek to have these other civil rights restored in addition to your right to vote, you 
must ask the Governor through the Secretary of the Commonwealth.2

Information About Registering to Vote
To improve your chances of successful registration, you should do the following: 

Å Complete all information blocks on the application. If any information requested does not apply to you,  
 indicate such by writing the word ñNONEò or ñN/Aò in that space
Å Sign and date the registration application
Å File your completed application either by mailing to the pre-printed addressed or delivering it to a local  
 registration ofýce

Failure to complete the form properly could result in your registration being delayed or denied. Virginiaôs voter 
registration application form requires the applicant to provide his/her full name, including the maiden name and 
any other prior legal name; age; gender; date and place of birth; social security number, if any; whether the person 
is presently a United States citizen; resident address of place of abode and date of residence in the precinct; place 
of last previous registration to vote; whether you have ever been adjudicated to be mentally incompetent or con-
victed of a felony and, if so, under what circumstance your right to vote has been restored. Also, unless physically 
or educationally unable, you must sign the application.   Note that you must provide your social security number, 
if any, when applying to register to vote in Virginia. Therefore, if you do not provide your social security number, 
your application for voter registration will be denied. State and local voting ofýcials will use your social security 
number as a unique identiýer to insure that no person is registered in more than one place. Records containing 
your social security number will not be open to inspection by the public. Your social security number will appear 
on reports produced only for ofýcial use by voter registration and election ofýcials, and for jury selection purpos-
es by courts.   In providing your place of abode, keep in mind that a place of abode is a physical place in which 
you live. Property on which there is no dwelling does not qualify. A business address does not qualify unless you 
have living quarters there and live in no other place. You may have many physical places in which you live but 
only one of them may be your domicile. A new domicile is not attained until the old one has been abandoned. 

You will be notiýed if your application is not accepted for any reason.  Any applicant who does not receive either 
a voter registration card or denial notice by the registration deadline should contact their local registrarôs ofýce.

Please note, however, that processing of an application can take up to three weeks.3

2 Information obtained from http://www.courts.state.va.us/forms/circuit/home.html
3 Information obtained from http://www.sbe.state.va.us/VotRegServ/reg2vote.htm#Who%20May%20Register%20To%20Vote
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