
NATIONAL BLACK CAUCUS OF STATE LEGISLATORS

Law & Justice Resolution 06-92 Re-
Enfranchisement Of Former Offenders

WHEREAS, voting is a fundamental right of citizenship enshrined in the U.S. Constitution in the 15th
numerous state constitution and legislative enactments; and

WHEREAS, the vote is one of the primary methods of protecting all other rights, privileges, benefits and services; and

WHEREAS, denial of the right to vote of Black people and other people of color has been on going, long
standing, and destructive to the quality of life of African Americans; and

WHEREAS, the methods of disenfranchising African American have historically included annexation and
deannexation, poll taxes, computer "scrub" lists, and many other schemes, tricks, and devices; and

WHEREAS, offender disenfranchisement has had and is having a significant impact on the number of eligible black
voters, the black electorate has been reduced to as much as 13% due to offender disenfranchisement laws; and

WHEREAS, offender disenfranchisement laws have diminished the African American voice in crucial areas including
economic policy, military policy, and numerous other areas of human endeavor; and

WHEREAS, schemes to track voter eligibility are often complicated, expensive and difficult to administer;
and

WHEREAS, laws to deprive former offenders of the right to vote do not enhance public safety; but instead delay re-
instead and delay re-integration of ex-offenders in society, which contribute to violations of law; and

WHEREAS, restoration of the right to vote among ex-offenders signals NBCSL's belief in the imminent value of all
human beings and the ability of all human beings to be redeemed;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL BLACK CAUCUS OF STATE LEGISLA TORS
MEETING AT THEIR ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON D.C., December 7-11,2005, that members
support re-enfranchisement of former offenders by removing policies which preclude, prolong, complicate the
restoration of the right to vote among former offenders, by promoting policies which foster active citizenship among all
Americans including former offenders.

Sponsor(s): Rep. Keith ElIison (MN)
Committee of Jurisdiction: Law & Justice
Certified by Chairperson: Senator Charles D. Jones (LA) Ratified in
Plenary Session, Ratification Date is December 9,2005 Ratification is
certified by: Mary H. Coleman (MS), President
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